School Profile 2019-2020
Mission
Since its founding in 1971, Hill Top Preparatory School has provided
life-changing experiences for bright and creative students who
struggle to achieve academic and social success due to performancebased learning differences including ADHD, high functioning Autism
Spectrum Disorders, specific learning disabilities, or anxiety. Through
strong family-school collaboration Hill Top prepares students for
future success in college, work, and life as independent adults.
In 2016, Hill Top added an optional five-day boarding program that
can accommodate nine young men.

Curriculum
Hill Top provides a rigorous college preparatory program that
prepares students for college and beyond. With an average class size
of six to eight, a mentoring program, a phasing system, and a
counseling support program, our students are able to meet with
success despite their learning differences. A variety of teaching tools
and techniques enable faculty to identify, develop and implement
learning strategies that work effectively for each student.

Unique Programs

• American Studies is a fast-paced and demanding interdisciplinary

Hill Top
by the Numbers
Senior class
19 students
Transition program
5 students
5th through 11th grade
64 students
90% of the Class of 2019
are pursuing post-secondary
education
Average SAT/ACT
1080/26
Faculty/Staff/
Administration
40 members
80% of Faculty have
advanced degrees

course covering literature, history, art, and politics of the United
States from the late 1500s through the present. This class earns
School year: two semesters
two credits and fulfills both History and English requirements.
CEEB: 394134
• Employability and Transition This three-elective course of study
prepares students for the transition to college, work, and
independent living. Classroom work includes career exploration,
study and organizational skills, and research papers. Outside of the classroom, students participate
in internships designed to give them work experience.
• iDeSiGN, myBIZ, and CoHatch are project-based classes in our entrepreneurial elective program
designed to cultivate an entrepreneurial, growth mindset and teach creative problem-solving
processes.
• Project Vortex combines art and science to inspire students to rethink and reinvent plastic waste in
innovative ways that promote creative stewardship of our global waterways.

• Online Classes Hill Top has partnered with Laurel Springs and Treehouse to give students the

opportunity to participate in online classes that would otherwise not be available. Students taking
these classes work independently during a study hall. Laurel Hill
students receive a traditional grade; Treehouse students receive a
Graduation Requirements
Pass/Fail for the class.
•Dual Enrollment Students in good academic standing may also
• English 6-8 credits*
take classes of interest from two- and four-year colleges and
• History 4 credits
universities. Students who take Calculus junior year are expected to
• Science 3-4 credits
continue their math work through a dual enrollment course.
• Math 3-4 credits
•Advanced Placement Hill Top does not offer AP classes, however,
• Electives 3-5 credits
students who take Calculus may choose to sit for the AP exam
• Phys Ed 2.4 credits (.6/yr)
• Health 1.5 credits
Grading Scale, GPA, and Class Rank
• Graduation Project .5
credit
Letter grade equivalents and our phasing system are explained on
students’ transcripts.
In lieu of foreign language,
GPA is an unweighted 4.0 scale and includes all credit-bearing
Hill Top students take 3-4
classes, including electives and physical education.
credits of writing and study
HTPS does not rank students.
skills classes. Spanish is
SAT/ACT scores are reported on transcripts at the student’s request.
offered as an elective.

Discipline
Students are expected to work with the Director of Post Secondary Transition to write an honest,
thoughtful, and reflective response to the question of disciplinary history. Hill Top will not disclose any
disciplinary information through the application or counselor or teacher forms. However, if a school
has a question regarding a student’s self-report, they are welcome to call the Director of Post
Secondary Transition for a conversation.
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